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Graeme Baird 
Northern Ireland Electricity Ltd 
PO BOX 2 
120 Malone Road 
Belfast 
BT9 5HT 
 

28 January 2022 

Dear Graeme 

Re: Request for the Utility Regulator's consent for a proposed licence in relation to certain 
parts of Land Bank within Kilroot Adjoining Lands 

I write in response to your letter dated 7 December 20211 requesting the Northern Ireland 
Authority for Utility Regulation (the Authority)'s consent for Northern Ireland Electricity Networks 
Limited (NIE Networks) to lease (by way of a 'licence to occupy') two discrete areas located 
within currently unlet land bank2, each area within that part of the land bank known and referred 
to as "Kilroot Adjoining Lands", to EP Kilroot Limited (EPK) for a temporary period (the Request 
Letter). 

The request for consent is sought under and in accordance with paragraph 4 of the direction 
given by the A, pursuant to the provisions now set out in Condition 23 of NIE Networks' electricity 
distribution licence, to NIE Networks, dated 21 October 1993 (the 1993 Direction).  

The two discrete areas for which the request is sought are marked out in the plan submitted to 
the Authority by NIE Networks with the Request Letter (which for ease and completeness is also 
attached as Appendix One to this letter) and described as (i) the Laydown Compound, and (ii) 
the Carpark Compound (the Relevant Areas).  

                                                           

1 Addressed to my colleague Roisin McLaughlin.  

2 As that term is defined in Condition 1 of the electricity distribution licence held by NIE Networks.  
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We sought clarifications in respect of the Request Letter by our letter of 6 January 2022.  Your 
response of 13 January 2022 addressed our queries and provided a further version of the 
requisite terms of a licence for the Relevant Areas.  We understand that this 13 January 2022 
version of the proposed licence (“the new licence terms”) is agreed between NIE Networks and 
EPK.   

We understand the 13 January 2022 correspondence to augment the Request Letter so that the 

request for consent now stands as a request for consent authorising NIE Networks to enter into 
a licence to occupy with EPK in respect of the same Relevant Areas on the terms set out in the 
new licence terms. 

The Authority has given due consideration to the request (as it now understand it) and gives its 
consent for NIE Networks to enter into the proposed licence to occupy with EPK in respect of 
the areas marked out in plan at Appendix One, subject to the conditions set out below.  

The conditions of this consent are that the terms of the 'licence to occupy' entered into between 
NIE Networks and EPK in respect of the Relevant Areas shall (i) include all the terms contained 
in the new licence terms, and (ii) not include any other terms, unless the Authority  has given its 
consent to such other terms. 

The Authority’s reasons for giving the above consent are as follows 

1. The Relevant Areas are to be let to EPK for a temporary period from 1 January 2022 (or 
as soon as possible thereafter) which period shall be for a minimum of 17 months and for a 
maximum of 24 months. This is a relatively short period which is not considered by the Authority 
to have a significant adverse effect on any longer term proposals for the Land Bank and/or the 
Kilroot Adjoining Lands.  

2. The uses to which the Relevant Areas are to be put by EPK for the period of the let are 
for the purposes of facilitating the construction of a new (gas fired) generating station at the 
Kilroot site (which is situate adjacent to the Land Bank land known as "Kilroot Adjoining Lands"). 
This is in accordance with the original purpose and reasons for Land Bank and is consistent with 

the aims of paragraph 2 of the 1993 Direction.  
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3. The letting of the Relevant Areas to EPK for the period in question will be beneficial to 
the interests of Northern Ireland electricity consumers given that NIE Networks –  

a. will be receiving income under and in accordance with the terms of the 'licence to 
occupy'; and 

b. will not be incurring costs in 'maintaining' the Relevant Areas for the duration of the 
licence. 

This considerations are consistent with the obligations on NIE Networks in paragraph 3 of the 
1993 Direction. 

4. NIE Networks has confirmed in writing to the Authority that it did not receive any full and 
final bids in response to its invitation for same to be made further to the process undertaken by 
NIE Networks in accordance with the direction given to it by the UR dated 14 January 2011 
making available for lease the Kilroot Adjoining Lands.  

5. NIE Networks has also confirmed in writing to the Authority that the letting of the Relevant 
Areas to EPK for a temporary period of no more than 24 months does not have any adverse 
impact on it preparing the said lands such that they can be marketed for lease on a longer term 
basis on expiry or termination of the 'licence to occupy' which is to be entered into with EPK 
pursuant to this consent. 

6. In light of the foregoing the Authority considers that a decision to grant the consent now 
sought is consistent with the Authority’s principal objective and duties as set out in Article 12 of 
the Energy (NI) Order 2003, 

The Authority shall, in accordance with Article 52(2)(a) of the Electricity (Northern Ireland) Order 
1992 (the Order), enter this consent into the register maintained by it pursuant to Article 51(1) 
of the Order. 
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Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
 

John French 

Chief Executive  

 

AUTHORISED FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND AUTHORITY FOR 
UTILITY REGULATION 
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Appendix 1 Request Letter and Relevant Areas
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