
Consultation Response Template
In order to respond to this Consultation, please complete the tables below.
You only need to answer the questions that are most relevant and important to you.
Please indicate, where relevant, which customer or stakeholder groups your response relates to.
	Respondent details

	Company / Organisation
	

	Type of organisation / Sector
	

	Address
	

	Respondent name
	

	Job title
	

	Phone number
	

	Email address
	



	
Response to Consultation

	Current arrangements for network charging

	Topic: Current arrangements for network charging
	Question number: 1
	Question: What do you consider to be key strengths and weaknesses of the current structure of use of system charges? In your response, please indicate whether your comments relate to distribution charges (DUoS) or transmission charges (TUoS).

	Response:









	Topic: Current arrangements for network charging
	Question number: 2
	Question: Based on your response to Question 1, please explain how you expect the relative strengths and weaknesses of current tariff structures to change in the coming years, in light of wider developments in the energy system?

	Response:


	Topic: Current arrangements for network charging
	Question number: 3
	Question: What aspects of current arrangements for network charging do you consider most in need of review or reform (for example, standing charges, volumetric charges, capacity-based charges or other charging components)?

	Response:


	Drivers of change

	Topic: Drivers of change
	Question number: 4
	Question: What are the most significant developments that should inform tariff reform, for example in relation to electrification of transport and heat, smart metering, distributed generation, flexibility services, or other changes? Please explain your response. 

	Response:


	Topic: Drivers of change
	Question number: 5
	Question: Do you agree with the rationale for undertaking this review at this time? Please explain your reasoning.

	Response:


	Interactions between network tariffs and the wider electricity system

	Topic: Interactions between network tariffs and the wider electricity system
	Question number: 6
	Question: Are there risks that different signals may create conflicting incentives for consumers or other electricity market participants, and how should these be managed?


	Response:


	Topic: Interactions between network tariffs and the wider electricity system
	Question number: 7
	Question: In your view, what role could different participants across the electricity sector play in the development, implementation and ongoing operation of any potential future network tariff reforms?
In particular, please consider the roles of:
a) Market participants, including NIE Networks, SONI, generators, suppliers and consumers; and
b) Public authorities and policymakers, including Utility Regulator (UR) and any other relevant legislative or governmental bodies.
Please explain your response.

	Response:


	Topic: Interactions between network tariffs and the wider electricity system
	Question number: 8
	Question: In your view, what role could electricity suppliers play in supporting tariff reform? Please explain your response.

	Response:


	Topic: Interactions between network tariffs and the wider electricity system
	Question number: 9
	Question: In your view, are any changes to licences, industry arrangements, settlement processes, regulatory requirements, reporting arrangements, or other aspects of the regulatory framework needed to support the objectives of tariff reform? If so, please explain.

	Response:


	Consumer impacts and affordability

	Topic: Consumer impacts and affordability
	Question number: 10
	Question: Do you consider that any specific customer groups are likely to be impacted by potential changes to tariff structures set out in this consultation? If so, please identify these groups and explain the nature of the potential impacts.

	Response:


	Project objectives, evaluation criteria and rationale

	Topic: Project objectives, evaluation criteria and rationale
	Question number: 11
	Question: Do you agree with the proposed objectives of tariff reform set out in this paper? If not, what changes would you suggest?

	Response:


	Topic: Project objectives, evaluation criteria and rationale
	Question number: 12
	Question: Do you agree with the proposed objectives of the project? If not, what changes would you suggest?

	Response:

	Topic: Project objectives, evaluation criteria and rationale
	Question number: 13
	Question: Do you have views on the proposed evaluation criteria, in particular:
a) Do you agree that the proposed evaluation criteria provide an appropriate framework for assessing the extent to which tariff reform options contribute to the tariff reform objectives? If not, please explain why.
b) Are there any additional evaluation criteria in assessing tariff reform options that should guide the review of tariff structures?
c) Do you consider any of the proposed criteria to be particularly important when assessing tariff reform options? If so, please explain your reasoning.

	Response:


	Topic: Project objectives, evaluation criteria and rationale
	Question number: 14
	Question: Do you have views on how UR should prioritise and balance trade-offs when assessing potential tariff reform options? In particular:
a) How should trade-offs between different tariff reform objectives be managed? For example, where achieving greater affordability and value for money may involve trade-offs with fairness or system efficiency?
b) How should trade-offs between different evaluation criteria be managed? For example, where improvements in cost reflectivity or flexibility may have implications for simplicity and stability, consumer protection, or practical implementability?

	Response:


	Scope of the project

	Topic: Scope of the project
	Question number: 15
	Question: Do you agree with the proposed scope of the project? In particular:
Do you agree that the focus of the project should be on distribution use of system (DUoS) charges and the supplier-facing elements of transmission use of system (STUoS) charges?
If not, please explain which aspects you believe should be included within, or excluded from, the scope of the review and provide your reasons.
UR's initial view is that System Support Services (SSS) and other non-network cost components should remain outside the scope of this review. Do you agree with this approach? If not, please explain which transmission-related network or system charging elements (for example, SSS and the Collection Agency Income Requirement (CAIRt)) you believe should be included within the scope of the review, and why.
Do you have views on the role that locational charging could play in future network tariff arrangements? Please explain your reasons and, where relevant, how you consider such arrangements could support the objectives of network tariff reform.
Do you have views on the role that capacity-based charging could play in future network tariff arrangements? Please explain your reasons and, where relevant, how you consider such arrangements could support the objectives of network tariff reform.

	Response:


	Workplan and stakeholder engagement

	Topic: Workplan and stakeholder engagement
	Question number: 16
	Question: What do you see as the main practical constraints or implementation challenges associated with tariff reform in Northern Ireland, and how might these be addressed? Please explain your reasoning.

	Response:


	Topic: Workplan and stakeholder engagement
	Question number: 17
	Question: Do you have views on the proposed outline of work for Phases 1-4 of the project? Please explain your answer. If you consider that any elements are missing, should be amended, or should not be included, please provide details and explain your rationale.

	Response:


	Topic: Workplan and stakeholder engagement
	Question number: 18
	Question: What arrangements would best support effective engagement and collaborative working between UR and stakeholders throughout the project? For example, should engagement be supported through working groups, bilateral meetings, written consultations, or other mechanisms? Please explain which approaches you consider most effective and why.

	Response:


	Topic: Workplan and stakeholder engagement
	Question number: 19
	Question: Would you be interested in participating further in the project and, if so, what form of involvement would you consider most useful (for example, written submissions, participation in a working group, bilateral meetings, or other forms of involvement, please specify)?

	Response:


	Any other views

	Topic: Any other views
	Question number: 20
	Question: Are you aware of any recent research, reports, case studies, policy developments, experiences or lessons from Ireland, Great Britain or other jurisdictions that may be relevant to this project? Please explain their relevance and any implications for Northern Ireland.

	Response:


	Topic: Any other views
	Question number: 21
	Question: Are there any other issues, evidence or considerations related to this project, its objectives or proposed approach that you consider relevant and that are not already addressed in the questions above and you think should be considered by UR?

	Response:


	Topic: Any other views
	Question number: 22
	Question: Having read the consultation and project plan, and having considered your responses to the other questions, do you consider that any of the aspects discussed in this consultation could have particular impacts, whether positive or negative, on individuals or groups sharing Section 75 characteristics, vulnerable consumers, or other groups who may be disadvantaged or less able to respond to tariff signals? Please provide any evidence, information or examples you consider relevant, including any measures that could help avoid, reduce or mitigate adverse impacts.

	Response:


	Any other comments

	Please provide any other comments:








How to respond
Representations may be made on or before 12 noon on 16 December 2026. Responses can be sent by emailing: 
Electricity_Networks_Responses@uregni.gov.uk with cc to Fiona Rooney fiona.rooney@uregni.gov.uk
Confidentiality 
Please note that we intend to publish all responses unless marked confidential. While respondents may wish to identify some aspects of their responses as confidential, we request that non-confidential versions are also provided, or that the confidential information is provided in a separate annex. 
As a public body and non-ministerial government department, UR is required to comply with the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”). The effect of FOIA may be that certain recorded information contained in consultation responses is required to be put into the public domain. Hence it is now possible that all responses made to consultations will be discoverable under FOIA, even if respondents ask us to treat responses as confidential. It is therefore important that respondents take account of this. In particular, if asking UR to treat responses as confidential, respondents should specify why they consider the information in question should be treated as such. 
UR has published a privacy notice for consumers and stakeholders which sets out the approach to data retention in respect of consultations. This can be found at https://www.uregni.gov.uk/privacy-notice or, alternatively, a copy can be obtained by calling 028 9031 1575 or by email at info@uregni.gov.uk. 
This paper is available in alternative formats such as audio, Braille etc. If an alternative format is required, please contact the office of UR to request.
