ELECTRICITY (NORTHERN IRELAND) ORDER 1992

MODIFICATION OF LICENCE
In pursuance of its powers under Article 14 (1) of the Electricity (Northern Ireland) Order 1992 as amended by the Energy (Northern Ireland) Order 2003, the Northern Ireland Authority for Energy Regulation, having obtained the consent of Northern Ireland Electricity plc, hereby modifies the licence issued to Northern Ireland electricity plc under Article 10 (1) (b) of the Electricity (Northern Ireland) Order 1992 as amended by the Energy (Northern Ireland) Order 2003 as follows:
Condition 29 Part III I

In Part III of the licence a new Condition shall be inserted immediately after Condition 28 and shall read as follows:
Condition 29: Market Registration Service and Market Data Service
1 The licensee shall establish, or procure the establishment of, and subsequently operate and maintain, or procure the subsequent operation and maintenance of:

(a) a service to be known as the Market Registration Service; and

(b) a service to be known as the Market Data Service.

2 The Market Registration Service shall fulfil the following functions:

(a) the maintenance of a register of technical and other data as is necessary to facilitate supply by any relevant licensed supplier to eligible premises connected to the total system and to meet the reasonable requirements of relevant licensed suppliers and the licensee (including the power procurement business and the transmission system operator) in respect of such eligible premises for information for settlement purposes, including:

(i) allocating and recording a unique meter point registration number for each meter point;

(ii) the identity of the relevant licensed supplier responsible for the settlement of the electricity supplied to such eligible premises;

(iii) the type of metering equipment installed at such premises, the meter serial number and meter configuration; and

(iv) an address of each such premises so far as is reasonably practicable having regard to the nature and source of information provided to the licensee; 

(b) the amendment in a timely manner of the register maintained in accordance with paragraph (a) to reflect changes of relevant licensed supplier to any eligible premises and changes to any other information relating to those eligible premises; 

(c) the provision in a timely manner of such data referred to in paragraph (a) contained in the register as is reasonably required and requested:

(i) to any relevant licensed supplier who is registered as the supplier for the eligible premises or who has been provided with the meter point registration number for the purposes of a change of relevant licensed supplier in respect of the eligible premises;

(ii) for the purposes of settlement, including to the power procurement business and the transmission system operator;

(iii) subject to any requirements for consent under the Market Registration Code, to any person identified in the Market Registration Code as entitled to such data for the purpose of facilitating changes of relevant licensed supplier in respect of any eligible premises; and

(d) the maintenance of, and adequate publicity for, an enquiry service for the provision on request to any customer taking a supply of electricity at eligible premises promptly and at no extra charge to the customer of the meter point registration number of the meter at those eligible premises.  

3 The Market Data Service shall fulfil the following functions in respect of meter points for eligible premises:

(a) the collection and verification of data from electricity meters installed to measure supplies to or from any such eligible premises;

(b) the processing, validation, estimation and substitution of consumption data in respect of supplies to or from any such eligible premises (“consumption data”);

(c) the collation and summation of such consumption data as required for settlement purposes; 

(d) the transfer of processed consumption data as is reasonably required and requested:

(i) to any relevant licensed supplier who is registered as the supplier for the eligible premises; and

(ii) for the purposes of settlement, including to the power procurement manager and the transmission system operator; and

(e) the exchange of information between the licensee and relevant licensed suppliers to meet the reasonable requirements of relevant licensed suppliers and the licensee in relation to requests by relevant licensed suppliers for relevant fieldwork.

4 In the provision of Market Registration Services and Market Data Services, the licensee shall not discriminate as between any relevant licensed suppliers or any class or classes of relevant licensed suppliers except in so far as the differences in the terms or conditions of such provision:

(a) reasonably reflect the differences between the circumstances of such provision to one person or class of persons and another; and

(b) have been notified to the Authority together with supporting reasons, and the Authority has approved in advance the differences in the terms or conditions or the circumstances in which different terms or conditions may be applied.
5 Without prejudice to paragraph 4, the licensee shall not make charges for the provision of the Market Registration Service and/or the Market Data Service to any relevant licensed supplier which differ from the charges for such provision to any other relevant licensed supplier or class or classes of relevant licensed suppliers except in so far as such differences:

(a) reasonably reflect material differences in the costs associated with such provision; and
(b) have been notified to the Authority together with supporting reasons, and the Authority has approved in advance the differences in charges or the circumstances in which different charges may be applied.

6 In the provision of Market Registration Services and Market Data Services the licensee shall not restrict, distort or prevent competition in the supply of electricity. 

7 The licensee shall be taken to have complied with its obligations under this Condition 29 where it:

(a) prepares (and has approved by the Authority) Market Registration Arrangements in accordance with Condition 30 of Part III;

(b) complies with its obligations under the Market Registration Arrangements from time to time; 

(c) proposes (in accordance with Condition 30 of Part III) such revisions to the Market Registration Code as are necessary to ensure that the Market Registration Arrangements meet the requirements therefor set out in Condition 30 of Part III; and

(d) complies with its obligations under paragraphs 4 and 5 of this Condition 29.

8 In this Condition, unless the context otherwise requires:

“connection point” 
means the point at which electricity may flow between the transmission system or the distribution system and the customer’s equipment;

“domestic premises” 
means premises at which a supply is taken, or is to be taken, wholly or in part for domestic purposes;

“eligible premises” 
means premises that are not domestic premises and at which the supply is, or is to be, permanently metered:

(a) by half-hourly metering equipment; or

(b) by non-half hourly metering equipment and is settled under the renewable output factor arrangements established under Condition 27 of Part III  and the licensee has agreed to the use of a load profile to measure consumption on a half-hourly basis for that class of supply;  

“half-hourly metering equipment” means metering equipment that collects and records data about consumption of electricity at intervals of 30 minutes or shorter intervals capable of being aggregated to 30 minute intervals and “non-half hourly metering equipment” shall be construed accordingly;

“relevant fieldwork” 
means activities of the licensee relating to a meter point that require the licensee to perform work at the meter board and which may be requested by a relevant licensed supplier, comprising:

(c) special meter reads for meter points with non-half hourly metering equipment, where the customer being supplied at that meter point is supplied either pursuant to the renewable output factor arrangements established under Condition 27 of Part III  or by NIE Supply;

(d) installation, reconfiguration, repair, maintenance, inspection and testing, re-programming, removal and replacement of the electricity meter; and/or

(e) de-energisation or re-energisation of the meter point.

Condition 30 of Part III I

In Part III of the licence a new Condition shall be inserted immediately after the new Condition 29 and shall read as follows:
Condition 30: Market Registration Arrangements

9 The licensee shall establish market registration arrangements calculated to facilitate the achievement of the “relevant objective”. For the purposes of this Condition 30, the relevant objective is to provide for the terms on which relevant licensed suppliers are provided with and participate in the Market Registration Service and the Market Data Service.  

10 The licensee shall, in connection with the establishment of the arrangements referred to in paragraph 1, prepare a Market Registration Code and a Market Registration Framework Agreement, each of which shall be furnished to the Authority for its approval.

11 The Market Registration Code shall include provisions for the:

(a) testing and review of the systems and processes of relevant licensed suppliers with a view to certifying, re-certifying and withdrawing certification of eligibility to participate in the market registration arrangements;

(b) grant and withdrawal of dispensations from one or more of the requirements relating to systems and processes referred to in paragraph (a) above;

(c) terms for the provision of the Market Registration Service and the Market Data Service in compliance with paragraph 6 of Condition 29 of Part III;

(d) procedures and practices to be followed by relevant licensed suppliers in relation to the matters referred to in paragraphs (a) and (b) above, the Market Registration Service and the Market Data Service; 

(e) calculation and payment of charges for participation in the market registration arrangements;

(f) arrangements for the variation of specified parts of the Market Registration Code following consultation with the licensee and all relevant licensed suppliers and in compliance with paragraphs 8 to 11 (inclusive);  

(g) referral to the Authority for determination of such matters arising under the market registration arrangements as may be specified therein.

12 The Market Registration Framework Agreement shall:

(a) require compliance with the Market Registration Code; and

(b) provide for the accession of new parties to the Market Registration Framework Agreement from time to time, and the means by which those parties can subsequently withdraw from the Market Registration Framework Agreement.  

13 On application made by any relevant licensed supplier or any person that has applied for a supply licence under Article 10, 11 or 13 of the Order the licensee shall, as soon as practicable and (save where the Authority consents to a longer period) in any event not later than 14 days after receipt by the licensee of the duly completed application, offer to enter into an agreement by which the applicant accedes to the Market Registration Framework Agreement in the form then approved by the Authority.

14 The licensee shall not be obliged pursuant to this Condition to offer to enter or to enter into any agreement:

(a) if to do so would involve the licensee:

(i) in breach of its duties under Article 12 of the Order; or

(ii) in breach of the Electricity Supply Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1991 or any regulations made under Article 32 of the Order or any other enactment relating to safety or standards applicable in respect of the Transmission and Distribution Business; or

(iii) in breach of the Conditions to which the public electricity supply licence or the transmission licence is subject; or

(iv) in breach of the Grid Code or the Distribution Code; or

(b) if the person making the application does not undertake to be bound by such parts of the Distribution Code and of the Grid Code as the Authority shall from time to time specify in directions issued to the licensee for the purposes of this Condition.

15 The licensee shall not enter into any agreements or arrangements for the purposes of the relevant objective, except in conformity with the approved Market Registration Code and Market Registration Framework Agreement. 

16 The licensee shall, in consultation with any relevant licensed supplier liable to be materially affected thereby and such other persons as the Authority shall consider appropriate, review the Market Registration Code and its implementation:

(a) as the licensee considers appropriate; 

(b) upon receipt of a request for such a review made in accordance with the Market Registration Code; or

(c) at the request of the Authority.

17 Following such review, the licensee shall send to the Authority:

(a) a report on the outcome of the review;

(b) any revisions which it is proposed to make to the Market Registration Code (having regard to the outcome of the review); and

(c) any written representations or objections from relevant licensed suppliers (including any proposals by such operators for revisions to the Market Registration Code not accepted by the licensee in the course of the review) arising during the consultation process and subsequently maintained.

18 Revisions to the Market Registration Code:

(a) proposed by the licensee and sent to the Authority pursuant to paragraph 9; or

(b) proposed under any arrangements for the variation of specified parts of the Market Registration Code contained in the Market Registration Code,

shall in each case not take effect unless they have been approved by the Authority.

19 The Authority may, following such further consultation (if any) as the Authority may consider appropriate and having regard to any written representation or objection referred to in paragraph 9(c), issue directions requiring the licensee to revise the Market Registration Code as may be specified in the directions and the licensee shall forthwith comply with any such directions.

20 Where it appears to the licensee that there has been or there is going to be a revision of the Market Registration Code under paragraph 11 which has had or is likely to have a material effect on the financial position of the licensee, the licensee may require the Authority to determine whether the revision to the Market Registration Code has had or is likely to have such an effect and if so what charge, if any, the licensee can make under the Market Registration Code to ensure that the financial position and performance of the licensee is likely, so far as reasonably practicable, to be the same as if the relevant revision had not taken place.

21 The licensee will also (subject to paragraph 14) give or send a copy of the Market Registration Framework Agreement and the Market Registration Code to any person requesting the same.  

22 The licensee may make a charge for any copy given or sent pursuant to paragraph 13 of any amount reflecting the licensee’s reasonable costs of the documents which will not exceed any amount specified for the time being for the purposes of this Condition in directions issued from time to time by the Authority.

Condition 2 of Part II A
Condition 2 of Part II A of the Transmission and Public Electricity Supply Licence Document shall be amended to include the following new definitions:
	“Market Data Service”
	means the service described in paragraph 3 of Condition 29 of Part III;

	“Market Registration Arrangements”
	means the Market Registration Framework Agreement and the Market Registration Code;

	“Market Registration Code”
	means the Code of that title approved by the Authority under the provisions of Condition 30 of Part III;

	“Market Registration Framework Agreement”
	means the agreement of that title approved by the Authority under the provisions of Condition 30 of Part III;

	“Market Registration Service”
	means the service described in paragraph 2 of Condition 29 of Part III;


Condition 2 of Part II A
The definition of “Distribution Business” in Condition 2 of Part II A of the Transmission and Public Electricity Supply Licence Document shall be amended to read:

	“Distribution Business”
	means the business of the licensee or any affiliate or related undertaking of the licensee in or ancillary to the transport (whether for its own account or that of third parties) of electricity through the licensee’s distribution system and shall include any business in providing connections to the licensee’s distribution system and any business in providing the Market Registration Services and/or the Market Data Services but shall not include any other business of the licensee or any affiliate or related undertaking of the licensee in the provision of services to or on behalf of any one or more persons; 


