
Hi Laura, 

 

Do respondents consider that removal of the MRP restriction in relation to ULEVs is 

required or will more easily enable charge point operators to charge for development 

and maintenance of ULEV infrastructure?  
 

Yes. I write as an EV driver of more than five years. We drivers urgently need more public 

charging points and much better reliability than we have experienced thus far. I favour a per-

kWh charging model with overstay fees for rapid chargers. 

Both of these objectives will be more attainable if more charge point operators enter the 

market in Northern Ireland. At present competition to ESB is non-existent because other 

companies such as Chargemaster cannot compete with a free-to-use network and it is 

important that they should be permitted to charge a reasonable fee (maybe 20p/kWh for slow 

charging and somewhere between 25p and 40p/kWh for any charge rate of 40kW or greater). 

We also need high-power chargers of 100kW or greater. At the moment Northern Ireland has 

none of those. 

 

It is frustrating when I arrive at a charge point to find that it is faulty as a result of poor 

maintenance or it is already in use because ESB has not expanded its network very much at 

all since I got my first EV in 2014. Leaving an entire charge point network free-to-use means 

lack of investment in maintenance, expansion of and improvements to the network. For 

instance, about half of Northern Ireland's rapid chargers have still not been upgraded to 

include the CCS connector which most post-2014 EVs use to rapid-charge. No new rapid 

chargers have been installed in Northern Ireland since 2015, if I remember correctly. This 

puts greater strain on the network as uptake of EVs increases.  

 

Initially I thought it was great that I didn't have to pay to charge my car at public points but 

over time I have come to the conclusion that I would much rather pay a fair price to improve 

the network. If it's free then people abuse the privilege and hog the charge points. If it costs 

money, then drivers ask themselves: Would I be better off charging at home instead? (And 

we should do as much as we can to nudge drivers towards home charging, not least because 

most drivers will do so overnight when the National Grid capacity is most plentiful and wind 

power is at its maximum.) 

 

It is not clear to me what the MRP is presently set at in Northern Ireland at pence per kWh. 

However, in Great Britain, Tesla's Supercharging rate is 24p/kWh and I see no reason why it 

would cost less when Tesla installs much-needed Superchargers in Northern Ireland. 

Therefore if the MRP is less than 24p/kWh, we really need the UR to remove the MRP 

restriction to allow Tesla to install Superchargers. 

 

For all these reasons, I support the proposal: "Option 1 – Exemption for ULEVs within the 

UR Direction". I do feel that, as your consultation asks, "the existing MRP Direction for 

electricity is a barrier to the development or maintenance of ULEV public charging 

infrastructure". 

 

The consultation document includes the following in 3.12: "We are aware that there are also a 

small number of charge points available for use for customers of retail outlets. We are not 

aware of the charging arrangements for the electricity resold at these charge points." 



I have used quite a few such charge points and in my experience all but the Ecotricity Electric 

Highway charge point at Ikea Belfast are free-to-use. The Ecotricity one already charges 

more than the MRP and has done for several years now. 

 

Do respondents consider that the removal of the MRP restriction for ULEVs would 

decrease consumer protection by introducing a lack of transparency in relation to the 

electricity cost?  
I do not consider this to be the case, because I as a driver and consumer am only interested in 

the final cost to me. 

 

To what extent do respondents value transparency in the electricity element of the cost 

of charging a ULEV?  
This is not a worry for me because I understand that the electricity itself is only part of the 

total cost and I am only concerned with the end cost to me. 

 

Overall, how much do respondents support an exemption from MRP for the resale of 

electricity where it relates to the propulsion of a ULEV?  
I fully support this. We need to open the market to competition and the present arrangements 

are not conducive to this. I would like to see more charge points installed and a choice of 

operators. At present drivers in Northern Ireland must take it or leave it with regard to the 

ESB network (with the exception of a single charge point operated by Ecotricity). It is 

important that we have a sufficiently robust network of public charge points to offer present 

and prospective ULEV drivers assurance that they will be able to charge their vehicles with 

the same ease as other drivers can refuel at filling stations.  

 

Are there any other factors or information the UR should take into account when 

considering this option? 
I can think of none. 

 

Do you have any other views on this Option not covered by the above questions? 
No. 

 

I am happy for my response to be published in whole or in part. 

 

Jonathan 

 


