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Dear Ronan

Response to Call for Evidence - Cantestability in Connections

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute towards your call for evidence relating to the
contestability in connections to the electricity network in Northern Ireland. SONI, as
Transmission System Operator, has considerable experience in facilitating connections to the
transmission network in Northern Ireland and in ensuring grid code compliance for
connections to both the transmission and distribution systems.

It is in the interest of both current and future users of the transmission network that the
system is developed in a coordinated, economic and efficient manner; in fact this is an
obligation on the Transmission System Operator that is enshrined in statute. SONI’s ability to
discharge this duty should not be undermined by the opening up of the right to deliver
connection assets to parties other than the network owner. Any framework should ensure
that network assets are constructed to the specification and in the location that is most
appropriate for the long term needs of the system. The mechanisms which facilitate
contestable connections must be carefully considered to ensure that that they safeguard
this public benefit. To that end, the planning and development of the network should be
clearly confirmed as being non-contestable.

The main features of a framework that supports contestable connections while retaining the
value provided to the wider customer base by the current arrangements include:

e SONI, as Transmission System Operator should facilitate connections to the
transmission system, and should have responsibility for defining the connection
arrangement and identifying the shallow and, if necessary, deep assets required to
facilitate the connection
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* Applicants should be provided with increased control and visibility of the progress of
their connection project, in particular project cost and timescale;

¢ Any future rules should adequately provide for equal treatment between generators
connecting directly to the transmission system and those that are connecting via a
cluster. The technical specifications and levels of compliance monitoring should
remain equal across all connections.

Through the wider EirGrid organisation, our staff have experience of delivering contestable
connections in Ireland. We have drawn on this experience when compiling our response. In
particular, in gquestion 18, we have provided a summary of the lessons that have been learnt
by going through this transition in Ireland, which is particularly relevant as the transmission
connection policy is harmonised between the jurisdictions.

While your current review is specifically related to the delivery of connection assets which
are funded by connecting customers, which is rightly the current priority, it is important not
to lose sight of the rights that SONI currently has under the current framework’, to seek
other parties to construct transmission assets.

We welcome the move towards contestable connections in Northern lreland, and will be
happy to provide support and expertise to your workstream to ensure a smooth transition to
these new ways of working. To this end, we would be happy to meet with you to discuss
both our submission and the ways in which we can work together to reach a successful and
sustainable outcome from this process.

Yours sincerely

At

Sarah Friedel

SONI Ltd
cc. Eimear Watson
Dick Lewis

! we refer in particular to the TIA and the recent determination by the Competition Commission.
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